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(54) COLOR CONVERSION METHOD 
(57)AbstraGt 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a color oonversion method 
where only a required part of color reproduction area compression 
is compressed by analyzing an image and optimum oolor 
reproduction area compression depending on the image is 
conducted without sacrificing the color reproducibility to the 
utmost. 

SOLUTION: Rough data of an image are generated from 
coloriometric data of the image obtained by applying coloriometric 
oonversion to image data from an input medium. The image is 
analyzed from obtained rough data to obtain a hue histogram of a 
pixel in existence at the outside of an output medium oolor 
reproduction area, a lightness histogram and a saturation histogram 
and a compression object color space and a compression degree 
are obtained from the sets of the histogram as above. The 
compression object oolor space is compressed depending on the 
obtained compression degree and an image input color space is 
matched with an output color space. 
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